[Trials to improve weight development of suckling piglets by administration of substances with gestagenic activity to sows in puerperium].
The investigations reported in this paper were undertaken against the background of literature data on successful increase of milk yield of sows by offering them gestagens, between the eighth and 21st days of lactation, and on higher weight increases thus induced in piglets before weaning. Those results should be reproduced under conditions of industrialised production, with the view to reducing the percentage of weaned piglets below normal weight. However, the results published were not confirmed by three experimental approaches, using litters of different sizes as well as different megestrol acetate doses (20 mg and 30 mg per sow/die), between the eighth and 21st days of lactation. Involved in these experiments were 579 test animals and 582 controls.